


2 The Eagle

Number I—2016
THE EAGLE
A publication of

Tolbert Moore Ministries, Inc.
Tolbert Moore Ministries

is commissioned by
GALILEAN BAPTIST CHURCH

Post Office Box 465177
Lawrenceville, GA 30042-5177

770-995-7045

Editor
Tolbert Moore

Assistant to the Editor
Susan Lee Lutz

Layout & Graphic Design
Jessica McPherson

Manuscript Preparation
Martha Sweat

IN THIS ISSUE:

GPA MISSIONARY JOURNAL
Articles & Reports
Dr. Gary S. Moore, Editor ..16-19

EAGLE'S CLAW
Concerning the Kingdom
Dr. Tolbert Moore .................... 11

REACHING SOULS FOR CHRIST
João & Maria Accept Christ
Sheri Edwards ............................ 7

WOMEN OF DISTINCTION
In Times Like These
Susan Lee Lutz........................... 9

ARE YOU SPIRITUALLY 
HEALTHY?
Dr. Tolbert Moore ...................... 3

THE KINGDOM
Part 1
Dr. Tolbert Moore .................... 14

Dear Eagle Readers, Friends, and Supporters,

A new year, new opportunities, new challenges, new 
experiences: proving victory in Jesus!

As we face the new year, we hope to win more souls to Christ to increase the 
spiritual Kingdom of Christ. You may wish to be a part of an assembly as a servant of 
Christ. You may be called to work in a field that has no assembly to serve Christ. God 
is the same. Christ is still the Saviour. The Holy Spirit is still the Guide and Enabler for 
the ministry of Christ. Christ is the Head of the assembly, no matter what you call it.

Churches are both good and bad. Some are drifting away from the cardi-
nal truths of Scripture. Some have church religion: as the Catholic believes the 
church should be believed and followed more than the Bible. Many are stay-
ing true to Christ and His Word. The Baptists have always had divisions about 
almost everything: which translation, which music, the order of service, culture.

All claim Jesus as Saviour, thank the Lord! “. . .let us lay aside every weight, and 
the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set 
before us, Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith . . .” Hebrews 12:1-2.

Let us strive to be true to our Lord and each other.
God bless all.

   In His Grip,

   Tolbert Moore, Editor

A Printed Copy of The Eagle is now available!

We are once again printing The Eagle magazine as well as putting it online on the 
tolbertmoore.com website. We are making the printed copies available to everyone 
who would help us pay the printing cost and postage by donating $5.00 a month. 
Your $5.00 would pay for your copy as well as someone else’s. Send your donations to 
Tolbert Moore Ministries with your name and address as well as the name and address 
of someone you would like to sponsor. Be sure to designate your gifts for The Eagle.

http://www.tolbertmoore.com
http://www.galilean-baptist.org
http://www.tolbertmoore.com
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because as soon as he got out 
of the ark he got drunk.

Then He destroyed Sodom 
and Gomorrah, but He delivered 
just Lot. Peter said in 2 Peter 
2:6-7, And turning the cities of 
Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes 
condemned them with an over-
throw, making them an ensample 
unto those that after should 
live ungodly; And delivered just 
Lot, vexed with the filthy con-
versation of the wicked. . . .

So why does God keep on 
keeping on? I want to deal with 
that a little bit this morning.

First I want to call your 
attention to a Scripture in 
Exodus 34:5-6, And the Lord 
descended in the cloud, and 
stood with him there, and pro-
claimed the name of the Lord. 
And the Lord passed by before 
him, and proclaimed, The Lord, 
The Lord God, merciful and 
gracious, longsuffering, and 
abundant in goodness and truth.

In this Scripture, they are 
exiting, leaving the slavery they 
had endured for nearly 400 
years, so God is longsuffering.

A verse in Psalm 86:15 
says, But thou, O Lord, art 
a God full of compassion, and 

gracious, longsuffering, and 
plenteous in mercy and truth.

In the apostle Peter’s writ-
ings, let’s read 2 Peter 3:15, And 
account that the longsuffering 
of our Lord is salvation; even as 
our beloved brother Paul also 
according to the wisdom given 
unto him hath written unto you.

God is longsuffering. That 
is why God has not destroyed 
mankind. That is why you and 
I are alive. The wages of sin is 
death. I know I have sinned 
more than once, but God has 
not killed me, even though 
the wages of sin is death. I am 
86 years old now, so it’s too 
late for me to die young.

Peter said the longsuffer-
ing of God is salvation. What 
does he mean “salvation”? 
Well, one of the meanings of 
salvation is health, and I am 
sure it has reference to spiri-
tual health. Three things keep 
you from having good, spiri-
tual health, and I am glad there 
is a remedy for each of them.

GUILT—
One of the things that keeps 

you from having good, spiritual 
health is guilt. Guilt is pow-
erful. People commit suicide 

Three things 
keep you 
from having 
good, spiritual 
health, and I am 
glad there is 
a remedy for 
each of them.

One of the 
things that 
keeps you 
from having 
good, spiritual 
health is guilt. 

am finding out that I don’t 
think like other people. 
I had a question come to my 

mind. I thought, When Adam 
and Eve sinned and death was 
pronounced, why didn’t God 
just kill them then? Why didn’t 
He just do away with them 
and start over? He didn’t, but 
he gave them a covering.

Then later on, wicked-
ness had become so widespread 
that God said in Genesis 6:5-8, 
And God saw that the wicked-
ness of man was great in the 
earth, and that every imagina-
tion of the thoughts of his heart 
was only evil continually. And 
it repented the Lord that he had 
made man on the earth, and it 
grieved him at his heart. And 
the Lord said, I will destroy 
man whom I have created from 
the face of the earth; both man, 
and beast, and the creeping 
thing, and the fowls of the air; 
for it repenteth me that I have 
made them. But Noah found 
grace in the eyes of the Lord.

So, here again, He did 
not destroy all of them. He 
did, sort of, start over. I don’t 
know that Noah was a whole 
lot better than the rest of them 

I
by Dr. Tolbert Moore
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because of guilt, because of fail-
ure. Our government wants to 
make you feel guilty if you have 
a nice home and do well finan-
cially while your neighbor is 
poor. All of my neighbors are 
probably more wealthy than 
I am, so I don’t have that prob-
lem. If my neighbor was poor, 
I wouldn’t feel any guilt about it 
because I have worked for what 
I have. My father-in-law and my 
wife’s family worked for what 
she inherited, and I worked for 
what I have. My dad made a lot 
of money, but he gave it all away. 
I am trying not to do that.

How do we get rid of guilt? 
Let us look at Romans 6:23, 
For the wages of sin is death; 
but the gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
How do we get rid of guilt? 
Well, first, admit your sin, con-
fess it, quit denying it, and 
quit trying to cover it up. You 
may not be like me, but I will 
deny it until the last pea in the 
dish and finally admit it when 
you bring enough evidence.

Sometimes I feel guilty for 
not doing something. Brother 
Jim Buechler (a 92-year-old, 
faithful member of Galilean 
Baptist Church) is not here 
this morning. He is in Okla-
homa, but when he is not here 
I feel guilty because I did not go 
see him in the last week. That 
kind of guilt is good because 
it motivates me to do better.

Suffering with guilt keeps 
you from having a healthy 
attitude and spirit. We 
need to get rid of our guilt 
by confessing our sins.

DOUBT—
Another thing that keeps 

you from having good, spir-
itual health is doubt. You 
doubt the reality of God or 
the Word of God. You might 
think, “I am above that.”

Well, Thomas was one of 
the twelve, and he had doubts. 
Turn to John 20:24-25, But 
Thomas, one of the twelve, called 

Didymus, was not with them 
when Jesus came. The other dis-
ciples therefore said unto him, We 
have seen the Lord. But he said 
unto them, Except I shall see in 
his hands the print of the nails, 
and put my finger into the print 
of the nails, and thrust my hand 
into his side, I will not believe. 
Thomas wanted to see for him-
self. I am a little bit like that, 
aren’t you? I want to find out 
for myself if it is real or not.

When I was under convic-
tion to be saved, I didn’t know 
if it was all real. My mom and 
dad would talk about it. My 
dad had been called to preach, 
and I was about 11 years old 
when he started. When I was 
12, I was under strong convic-
tion. I was a bad boy. I doubted 
the reality until it became real 
to me that morning when 
I called on Jesus to save me.

Some of you in the congre-
gation this morning may doubt 
it. Why would you doubt it? 
You doubt because you haven’t 
experienced it. If you ever have 
that experience, you won’t 
doubt. If Christ Jesus ever illu-
minates your mind, comes into 
your heart, changes you from 
nature to grace, I will guar-
antee you, you will know it 
is real. If you don’t know it is 
real, it hasn’t happened. Don’t 
doubt it. You will be misera-
ble like Thomas was. It is real.

They are attacking Christi-
anity now because they doubt 
the reality. They don’t like it 
when you disagree with the 
current liberalism and social-
ism. They don’t like it when 
you won’t back away from call-
ing sin what it is—sin. I believe 
the Bible. I believe homosex-
uality is a sin, and I believe it 

We need to get 
rid of our guilt 
by confessing 

our sins.

I doubted the 
reality until it 
became real 

to me that 
morning when 

I called on Jesus 
to save me.

mailto:brotherbill@zoominternet.net
mailto:bleather@windstream.net
mailto:rexmcp%40comcast.net?subject=
http://www.galilean-baptist.org
http://www.gainesvillebaptistcollege.com
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can be forgiven and corrected. 
I believe the love of God reaches 
out to them for that reason. 
What bothers me is that neither 
crowd is trying to help them. 
One crowd is yelling all the 
time, “They are going to Hell.”

Another crowd is saying, 
“No, you are a bigot. They are 
all right. They are normal.”

They are not normal, but 
God will forgive them. I know 
two who have been changed.

Should I love an athe-
ist? Of course, I should. If he 
dies an unbeliever, he is going 
to Hell. I am not mad at him. 
I am sorry for him. The Bible 
says in 2 Thessalonians 2:12, 
That they all might be damned 
who believed not the truth, but 
had pleasure in unrighteous-
ness. If you doubt the reality 
and truth of God, it is because 
you have not experienced it.

FEAR— 
One other thing that keeps 

you from having good, spiri-
tual health is fear. You know 
the truth, but you are afraid to 
stand for it. Ah, you don’t think 
you would be afraid to stand up 
for the truth? Consider Peter. 
He was always the leading apos-
tle, but on the night of Jesus’ 
trial, just before they would 
take Him to the cross of Cal-
vary, Peter denied that he knew 
Him. Why? He was afraid. He 
was scared to stand for what 
he knew was the truth. He had 
already confessed Jesus Christ as 
the Son of God. He knew Jesus 
was the Messiah, but because of 
fear, he denied he knew Him.

Some people today, who 
know the truth, won’t confess it 
because of political correctness. 
Read the Bible. Prove it to your-
self. Believe it, and stand on it.

My grandma used to say, 
“Stand for what is right if it takes 
the hair and the hide.” Don’t be 
afraid to tell the truth because 
the truth will make you free. 
People who have fear about life, 
about taking a stand, about their 

positions, are never healthy.
Let’s review. If you have guilt 

over unconfessed sin, you are 
not healthy. If you have doubts, 
you are not healthy. You can’t 
really be happy. If you have fear, 
you will not be happy or healthy.

Think about this now. 
What is the result of not being 
healthy? Survival, self-preser-
vation, is the first law of nature. 
Is that right? When you get sick, 
you become more protective of 
yourself. You are more selfish.

I am that way. When 
I get really sick, without any 
energy, maybe I’m nauseated, 

I don’t want my sister Dovie, 
who lives with me, bother-
ing me about anything. “Stay 
in your room and watch your 
television,” is what I want 
to say to her. I am selfish.

My point is that if you 
are not healthy, spiritually, it’s 
not good for you, your fam-
ily, or your friends. If you 
are spiritually unhealthy, 
you will be selfish.

However, if you are feeling 
good and healthy, it’s totally dif-
ferent. When I wake up in the 
morning, my eyes pop open, 
and I feel like jumping out of the 

My point is 
that if you are 
not healthy, 
spiritually, it’s 
not good for 
you, your family, 
or your friends. 

Some people 
today, who 
know the truth, 
won’t confess 
it because 
of political 
correctness. 

When you 
get sick, you 
become more 
protective of 
yourself. You 
are more selfish.



6 The Eagle

Check out our website: www.BillySampsonMinistries.com

We are available for revivals, youth revivals, camp meetings, Gospel concerts, 
sound equipment seminars, small church choir development, VBS, with our focus 
on small churches and mission pastors here in the USA and overseas. It is our 
purpose to help build the local church through missions and biblical evangelism. 
Whether you are a missionary or struggling pastor, God has built this ministry 
with you in mind.

Billy Sampson, Missionary Evangelist 
with The Gospel Preacher Association

Contact Billy by mail at PO Box 2129, Hammond, IN 46323 
phone (219)805-8826 or e-mail at sampsonmusic@juno.com

1016 Old Airport Road, Exit 7—I-81 
Bristol, VA 24201  (276)669-4030 Dr. Brad Davis, Pastor

The Church on the Hill

With You on Its Heart 

2307 Beaver Creek Drive • Powell-Knoxville, TN • 37849
1-877 My-CrowN • TheCrowNCollege.CoM • Also on the Powell campus, Crown graduate School and Seminary

School of Ministry • School of Education 
School of Business Applications
Offering on-campus and online  programs

TH
E 

C
RO

W
N C

OLLEGE OF THE BIB
LE 

20TH ANNIVERSARY

1991-2011

bed, getting me a cup of coffee, 
and watching the sun rise. Oh, 
how good I feel! Dovie can ask 
me anything! Are you with me?

If you are spiritually 
unhealthy, you are not good 
company, just like when you 
have the flu. If you are lying 
in bed with a fever of 102 
degrees and can’t stand to eat 
anything, you don’t want any-
body asking you what to do 
about this, that, or the other. 
“Just do it,” you moan. Amen.

I want to be spiritually 
healthy. If I am guilty, I am 
going to repent and ask the 
Lord to forgive me. If I have 
sinned against somebody or 
have hurt them, I am going 
to ask them to forgive me, sit 
down with them, and get it 
right. I want to be happy, and 
I can’t be happy if I feel guilty.

If I doubt anything that con-
cerns the Kingdom of God, I am 
going to get in my Bible and get 
rid of that doubt because the 
answer is in there somewhere. 
Of course, I don’t know where 
it is. If I did, I wouldn’t be in 
doubt, so I am going to dig until 
I get rid of my doubt. When 
I get it right with God, I am not 
afraid or scared. I don’t worry. 

My brother Preston told this 
on himself. I can repeat what he 
said. He stole a jack knife when 
he was a young boy. When he 
got home with it, he did not 
know what to do with it. He was 
afraid Mom or Dad would find 
out he had it. If they did, they 
would know he had stolen it. 
So he put it in the back of the 
dresser drawer and covered it up 
with clothes. He went out in the 
barn to do something and then 
thought, “Mama goes through 
those drawers every once in 
a while,” so he went back in 
and got it. Then he went in the 
kitchen and hid it in the wood 
box. When he got out in the 
yard, he thought, “Daddy goes 
through that wood box every 
morning when he starts the fire.” 

I am going 
to get in my 

Bible and get 
rid of that 

doubt because 
the answer 

is in there 
somewhere.

He went back in and got it out 
of the wood box. Finally, he just 
took it back where he got it.

If you are guilty, you are 
going to be scared. If you have 
stolen something, you are going 
to be scared. But the longsuf-
fering of God, the grace of 
God, the love of God lets us 
keep living by applying His for-
mula and lets us be happy.

I am very happy this 
morning. I got up and for-
gave everybody for everything. 

I asked forgiveness for every-
thing I have ever done. I think 
I confessed some things I 
did not do. I want to be clear. 
I don’t want to come to the 
pulpit with anything in my 
heart that will cause me to 
be biased or one-sided.

Praise God for the grace 
of God, for the longsuffering 
of God. We are here because 
of the longsuffering of God. 
Praise His Holy Name. How is 
your spiritual health today?  

If you are guilty, 
you are going 

to be scared. If 
you have stolen 

something, 
you are going 

to be scared.

http://www.BillySampsonMinistries.com
mailto:sampsonmusic@juno.com
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that everything they have been 
taught since childhood about 
the saints and Mary is not able 
to save them. But João and 
Maria have been coming to 
every service of our church for 
months, and they have been 
putting two and two together. 
Maria doesn’t read, so she hung 
on to every word that Mark read 
from the Bible. It was precious.

After talking about what 
salvation truly is about, Mark 
posed the question to this dear 
couple if they were certain of 
their personal salvation. Each 
responded that they were pre-
paring themselves for Heaven. 
Maria said that she always 
thought everyone else was a sin-
ner, but since coming to church 
and listening to the sermons, 
she realized she was a sinner, 
and she was trying to get better.

Mark explained that God 
loved us each singularly so 
much that He paid the price for 
those sins and freely offered us 
a way to spend eternity with 
Him. Questions arose and Mark 
took them through the Scrip-
ture showing what Christ had 
done and what He could do for 
them. I sat on my little, wooden 
chair and watched intently as 
these two people leaned in and 
figured out that God loves them. 
I couldn’t control the tears that 
were welling up in my eyes, and 
I rapidly blinked them away.

Mark paused and looked 
them each in the face for 
a moment before telling them 

It just takes 
time for them 
to realize that 
everything 
they have been 
taught since 
childhood 
about the saints 
and Mary is 
not able to 
save them.

I sat on my little, 
wooden chair 
and watched 
intently as these 
two people 
leaned in and 
figured out that 
God loves them.

I believe yesterday registers as 
one of my most favorite days 
in the ministry. The storms 

and flooding in Lages were, in 
a word, crazy. All day the rain 
and hail fell. As Mark and I pre-
pared to leave the farm, I began 
praying that God would protect 
us on the dangerous highway 
we had to travel, through nasty 
weather, to get into the city. 
I put on my boots so I could 
open the gates in the mud as 
we left, and I wondered if peo-
ple would actually show up.

We began getting mes-
sages from people who were 
cancelling because of the rain. 
Streets were impassable in 
some areas, and they literally 
could not leave their houses. 
Others were just scared of not 
being able to make it home.

In the end, we picked up 
one lady, Tere, from work and 
headed up the hill to João and 
Maria’s house. As we pulled up, 

João came out the side door 
with a huge grin on his face. 
They were so happy because 
he and his wife thought no one 
would come because of the 
storm. They ushered us into 
their spotless house where a pot 
of water heated on the little 
stove for coffee. We chatted and 
sang for a bit around the din-
ing room table before Mark 
prayed. We explained to them 
that the series of studies would 
be over the next few months 
and what they could expect.

Then I don’t quite know 
how to explain the shift that 
occurred in the room. Mark and 
I are saved, so I knew God had 
come inside with us, but all of 
a sudden, it was as if His pres-
ence was heavy in the room. 
Normally we see people make 
a decision for Christ after about 
six weeks of studying the Bible 
and answering questions. It just 
takes time for them to realize 

. . . Reaching Souls for Christ . . .

João & Maria
Accept Christ

by Sheri Edwards 
GPA Missionary in Brazil



8 The Eagle

2235 Spero Road 
Randleman 

North Carolina 27317

FRIENDSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH

(336)672-1927 Adrian Pugh, Pastor

Chuck Herrell, Pastor

625 East Lee Highway 
Chilhowie, VA 24319 

(276)646-3011

CHILHOWIE BAPTIST CHURCH

Send an e-mail to
sue.lutz@galilean-baptist.org
RIGHT NOW
so you can be notified when
the next issue of
THE EAGLE
is ready to be viewed.
Send us your friend’s e-mail, 
and we’ll add them to the
notification list also!

He was hungry 
for more of 

God from the 
moment he 

got saved.

that they could actually call on 
God for salvation right then if 
they so desired. A hush settled 
across the room, and I saw a bat-
tle going on in João’s mind. He 
said, “Pastor, I am not ready.” 

Maria, however, was bob-
bing her head up and down and 
said, “I want to. I want Jesus.” 
We bowed our heads and Maria 
took my hand. I listened as she 
told God she knew she was 
a sinner and had no other means 
of salvation but Him! She gen-
tly asked Him if He would save 
her. I could no longer hold my 
tears back. Her whole body was 
shaking as she said, “Amen.” Sis-
ter Tere was on the other side, 
and we stood and embraced 
as sisters for the first time.

João sat there and waited, 
and then he said, “Pastor, Jesus 
has touched my heart. I want 
Him too!” So we all bowed 
again and listened as he called 
on Christ to save him. I don’t 
think I have ever witnessed 
a sweeter salvation moment. 
When he finished, he asked if he 
could hug his wife. I grabbed my 
phone and snapped a picture.

They wanted to mark the 
moment and take pictures with 
us as well. So, here are two of 
your newest siblings in Christ. 
You may not ever meet them 
here, but you will recognize 
them in glory one day. This is 

what missions is all about—
people—souls—the Gospel!

Mark and I are thankful for 
each of you who pray for us. 
After the study something won-
derful happened. We broke out 
singing “To God Be the Glory” 
in Portuguese. João and Maria 
sang along with us since they 
have learned it well at church. 
João said that there is some-
thing about hymns that he likes. 
He said, “I have tried other 
churches, but it seems the music 
is rock music and is so loud that 
I never could enjoy it.” He asked 
us if we had any hymns for him 
to play at his house because he 
wanted good music. I pulled 
out my phone and began play-
ing “Because He Lives,” and we 
began singing it as well. Then 

he got his Bible and asked Mark 
where to read. It is an old, small-
print Bible. He said he needed 
to get glasses so he could see 
the words, but he wants to read. 
He was hungry for more of God 
from the moment he got saved.

Since Marie can’t read, we 
are hunting a set of CD’s of the 
Bible for her and are going to 
purchase a large-print Bible for 
João. I believe it will register 
with them that their adult chil-
dren, grandchildren, and great 
grandchildren are all in need 
of salvation, so they need to be 
equipped with the Sword. I will 
enjoy watching this couple grow 
in grace and share their testi-
mony. What a wonderful God 
we serve. Rejoice with Heaven 
today for these two souls!  

Maria, however, 
was bobbing 
her head up 

and down and 
said, “I want to. 

I want Jesus.” 

mailto:sue.lutz@galilean-baptist.org
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When Lazarus 
died, the grief 

of his sisters 
was greatly 
intensified–

Jesus had 
failed them.

The problems 
of sickness and 

suffering are 
ever before 

us; but when 
eager, anxious 

prayers remain 
unanswered, 

even the 
strongest faith 
can be shaken.

Excerpt from Bible Cameos by Dr. Ivor Powell

Mary of Bethany . . .  
and the eclipse in her soul (John 11:20)

For Women of Distinction . . . 

This is one of the most 
human stories of the 
Bible, and its counter-

parts may be found in every 
city of the world. Tragedy has 
lain bare the noble soul of Mary 
of Bethany, for two crushing 
blows have fallen upon her. Her 
brother has died; and Jesus of 
Nazareth has failed her. “Now 
a certain man named Laza-
rus was sick. . . . Therefore his 
sisters sent unto Jesus, saying, 
Lord, behold he whom thou 
lovest is sick.” And with that 
statement went the hopes and 
prayers of two sincere hearts.

The Strange Delay
“When Jesus had heard 

therefore that Lazarus was sick, 
he abode two days still in the 
same place where he was.” The 
messenger was permitted to 
return alone, and the appar-
ent indifference of the Saviour 
surely dealt a most painful blow 
to those who anxiously awaited 
His coming. When Lazarus 

The Suggestive Delay
“Then after that saith he 

to his disciples, Let us go into 
Judæa again. . . . Then Mar-
tha, as soon as she heard that 
Jesus was coming, went and 
met him: but Mary sat still in 
the house.” Why did she lin-
ger at home? Her sister went to 
meet the Lord, and the entire 
world knows of the confession 
that soon fell from her lips. But 
when Jesus asked about Mary, 
Martha had to explain the cause 
of her sister’s absence. And 
is it not most significant how 
Jesus abruptly discontinued his 
walk toward the beloved home? 
When Mary eventually came to 
Him, “Jesus was not yet come 
into the town, but was in that 
place where Martha met him” 
(v. 30). He commissioned Mar-
tha to carry His message: “The 
Master is come, and calleth for 
thee.” Why did He not accom-
pany Martha, and so save time? 
The Lord Jesus was very wise. 
The raising of Lazarus would 
not be as difficult as the healing 

In Times Like These, 
We Need Our Saviour

Preamble by Susan Lee Lutz

In these days it seems like there is trouble, 
all kinds of sickness, and 

suffering on every hand. We are encouraged when we read in the 
Bible: “. . . with God all things are possible,” and we know and want 
His perfect will. We pray without doubting and watch while some of 
His most faithful servants struggle with staggering trials that break 
our hearts as we beg God for His touch and intervention in each case.

I recently read the following article which caused me to look 
a little harder as I pray and trust God for those I love. It chal-
lenged me to watch for His moving and intervention as He 
accomplishes His will His way in spite of the circumstances.

died, the grief of his sisters was 
greatly intensified–Jesus had 
failed them. To them, His action 
seemed both heartless and 
inexcusable. Each time Mary 
considered the problem, the ten-
dency to grow bitter increased in 
her soul. Perhaps only the peo-
ple who have similarly suffered 
will appreciate her anguish. The 
problems of sickness and suffer-
ing are ever before us; but when 
eager, anxious prayers remain 
unanswered, even the stron-
gest faith can be shaken. The 
Lord Jesus deliberately stayed 
away, and in her acute dis-
appointment Mary forgot to 
consider that His action might 
have been dictated by wisdom.

http://www.templebaptistanderson.com
http://www.thesonrisechurch.faithweb.com
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of a wounded soul. Was Mary 
a little bitter? Was she still hurt 
because Christ had failed to 
respond in the hour of her great-
est need? The new delay, the 
delay in Christ’s entry into the 
town, is most suggestive. When 
Mary heard that Jesus was call-
ing for her, her great love swept 
aside all hindrances, and she 
arose and came quickly.

The Sublime Delay
And when Jesus came to the 

tomb, “He lifted up his eyes, and 
said, Father, I thank thee that 
thou hast heard me.” The prayer 
of the Saviour was all-embrac-
ing. The vision of man might 
have been limited to the tomb, 
and the possibility of a miracle; 
He looked beyond, to the trans-
formation taking place in the 
hearts of His followers. Until 
that day He had been to the 
Bethany family a friend, and 
a possible Messiah; but Mar-
tha had now exclaimed, “Yea, 
Lord, I believe that thou art the 
Christ, the Son of God, which 
should come into the world.” 
Some day, Lazarus will die 
again; but if Jesus be the Son of 
God, new meaning would be 

found in His message, “Let not 
your heart be troubled . . . I go 
to prepare a place for you . . . 
that where I am there ye may be 
also.” The victory won in their 
souls that day far exceeded the 
triumph obtained at the tomb. 
It was for this reason that Christ 
delayed His response to the 
sisters’ prayer. Had He imme-
diately responded, they would 
have lost their greatest blessing. 
The eclipse was but a shadow, 
it passed away, and Mary’s path 
to the sunshine was clearly 
revealed. She heard (v. 29); she 
came (v. 32); she saw (v. 32); 
she fell at His feet (v. 32).

Her pathway has never 
become overgrown. It remains 
open for all weary travellers.

It is my prayer that the path-
way of our walk by faith will 
never become overgrown, and 
our lives can remain open for 
the weary travellers who come 
into our lives along the way.  

—Sue Lutz
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WordSing with rhyme and rhythm plants the 
Word of God in hearts young and old. Scripture 
sanctifies; singing is good therapy. Both help us 
worship God in spirit and in truth, His required 
balance. The living, life-giving, faith-building 
Word supplies essential wisdom for evangelism, 
growth in grace and spiritual warfare. WordSing 
includes four features: a two-line caption on each 
chapter (in capital letters), followed by a summary 
on the content, in four-line stanzas, verses noted 
on the right margins (in italics), Lauderdale’s 
comment, lessons to learn, practical applications, 
come next. These (in italics) are also in four-line 
stanzas. Concluding notes, chapter by chapter, are 
included to provide additional insights.

by George S. Lauderdale

The victory 
won in their 
souls that day 
far exceeded 
the triumph 
obtained at 
the tomb. 

The eclipse was 
but a shadow, 
it passed away, 
and Mary’s 
path to the 
sunshine was 
clearly revealed.

http://www.pbccalhoun.com
http://www.calvarybaptist-gwd.org
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THERE IS ONLY ONE ROAD TO HEAVEN

Bill Hayes, Pastor

The CrossRoad Church

Concerning the Kingdom
“Another parable spake he unto them: The kingdom of 

heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took, and hid 
in three measures of meal, till the whole was leavened,” 

Matthew 13:33.

“Mustard Seed and Leaven”
(Taken from Explore the Book by J. Sidlow Baxter)

“birds of the air” which grate-
fully “lodge in its branches” 
are false teachers and hypo-
crites who exploit the kingdom 
in its “mystery-form,” is a sad 
wonder to our own mind.

It is even sadder that 
although our Lord so clearly 
says, “The kingdom of heaven 
is like unto leaven,” they should 
insist that the kingdom is not 
the leaven but the meal, and the 

leaven false doctrine. The Sco-
field note not only explains the 
leaven as “the principle of cor-
ruption” or “evil doctrine” but 
even identifies the woman in the 
parable as the “apostate church”!

Is it not pathetic how pre-
possession with theories can 
lead well-meaning exposi-
tors astray! Because Scripture 
elsewhere uses leaven unfa-
vourably in a symbolic sense, 
is it unthinkable that our Lord 
should here use it in a good 
sense? Adam is used both as an 
evil type and as a type of Christ. 
In Revelation xvii. a woman 
symbolises a vast evil; yet in 
chapter xii. a woman repre-
sents the covenant people. In 
Matthew xiii. “fowls” illustrate 
Satanic activity, yet in chap-
ter vi. 26 and many other places 
they are referred to in the happi-
est ways. Why, even the serpent, 
repeatedly used in an evil sense, 
and as a name for Satan, is also 
used as a type of our Lord (see 
John iii. 14). In Numbers vi. we 
find that when a man undertook 

by Dr. Tolbert Moore

. . . The Eagle's Claw . . .

The third and fourth par-
ables (mustard seed and 
leaven) both illustrate 

the present hiddenness but ulti-
mate greatness of the kingdom. 
How gifted expositors can turn 
our Lord’s lovely picture of the 
full-grown mustard tree into the 
“unsubstantial growth” of the 
kingdom in supposed “mystery-
form” (see Scofield note) and 
then teach (as some do) that the 

Is it not 
pathetic how 
prepossession 
with theories 
can lead 
well-meaning 
expositors 
astray!

The purpose of the section entitled The Eagle’s Claw is to seek out 
different views and exposition of passages dealing with the subject 

at hand. Spiritual things are always mysterious to the carnal mind or 
natural man (I Corinthians 2:14-3:1, John 3:3-7).

The claw of the eagle picks up a live rabbit (or animal), slices it, 
and then absorbs it. We want to delve into God’s Word, rightly divide 
it, and then absorb it to strengthen our faith.

To dig into the depth of the Word as Hebrews 5:11-14 says, we may 
find that some things are above our pay grade!

I think we all agree the Kingdom of Heaven is a spiritual kingdom. 
I hope to learn with all who are always seeking truth!

http://www.shetzers.com
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In the mustard 
seed and the 
leaven–the 
one buried in 
the ground 
yet eventually 
a great tree, the 
other hidden 
in the meal 
yet eventually 
filling the 
whole, our 
Lord surely 
pictures the 
then-rejected 
kingdom as 
similarly being 
now hidden, or 
removed from 
view, but at last 
reappearing 
in greatness 
all-pervading.

a Nazarite vow, anything “made 
from the vine tree, from the 
kernel even to the husk” was 
defilement to him; yet how often 
elsewhere is the vine used in 
a good sense! (John xv., etc.). 
Even so, leaven was used in 
every household; and our Lord, 
who loved to take the common 
things of home and nature for 
His illustrations, found in it just 
the illustration for His purpose.

Whatever may be said 
against leaven, there is no get-
ting over our Lord’s own word: 
“The kingdom of heaven is like 
unto leaven.” In the mustard 
seed and the leaven–the one 
buried in the ground yet even-
tually a great tree, the other 
hidden in the meal yet eventu-
ally filling the whole, our Lord 
surely pictures the then-rejected 
kingdom as similarly being now 
hidden, or removed from view, 
but at last reappearing in great-
ness all-pervading. Instead of 
some supposed “mystery-form” 
of the kingdom now on earth, let 
it be realised that there is a pres-
ent suspension, and that when 
our Lord returns all these para-
bles will suddenly “come alive” 
with new activity again and be 
seen in their true fulfilment.  

The Heavenly or Spiritual Realm
Written by Dele Oke

“Praise be to the God and father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms 

with every spiritual blessing in Christ. For he chose 
us in him before the creation of the world to be holy 
and blameless in his sight,” Ephesians 1:3-4 (NIV).

Once you received the Lord 
Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus came to live in 
your heart. Heaven is in your 
heart. You have access to the 
heavenly realm through Christ 
Jesus (Colossians 1:27, Colos-
sians 3:3-4, Colossians 1:12-14).

The heavenly realm is 
where God has His provision. 
To receive from the heav-
enly realm we need to reach 
out in faith and take it.

Reaching out in faith is 
not believing for something 
that does not exist, but rather 

Please visit 
www.tolbertmoore.com

The spiritual realm is as 
real as the natural realm. 
In fact, the spiritual 

realm determines what takes 
place in the natural realm.

God has blessed us in the 
heavenly realm with every 
spiritual blessing in Christ. 
When Jesus died and rose 
again, He appeared to His dis-
ciples and then ascended up 
into Heaven (Acts 1:9-11).

Although the location of 
Heaven is up high above the 
earth, its operation is all over 
the earth and in our hearts.

Praise ye the 
Lord. Sing 
unto the 

Lord a new 
song, and his 
praise in the 
congregation 

of saints. 
Psalms 149:1

mailto:preachermoore%40tolbertmoore.com?subject=The%20Eagle
http://www.wkjv.com
mailto:ibomissions@cleaninter.net
http://www.tolbertmoore.com
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Reaching out 
in faith is not 
believing for 
something 
that does 
not exist, but 
rather receiving 
something 
that God has 
already made 
available in the 
spiritual realm 
and bringing 
it into our 
natural realm.

receiving something that God 
has already made available in 
the spiritual realm and bring-
ing it into our natural realm.

Our salvation is a beauti-
ful example. We received the 
salvation of Jesus by faith and 
became children of God (John 
1:12-13). Our faith reached 
out to take something that 
already existed in the spiri-
tual realm. Jesus has already 
died for us. That is a truth.

But except a person reaches 
out by faith and receives 
Jesus into his or her heart 
the salvation of Jesus (which 
although invisible to the nat-
ural eye) already available 
will not benefit that person.

“The spiritual realm 
is a real world, invisible to 
the natural eye but visi-
ble to the eye of faith.”

Several examples of 
people reaching out or see-
ing things in the spiritual 
realm exist in the Bible.
 ӹ 1. Elijah and the widow 

(I Kings 17:7-15)
Read the whole of this 

story. Notice that God had 

commanded (or made provi-
sion) for the widow to take 
care of Elijah. The widow was 
not even aware of this. Eli-
jah had to tell her. The widow 
obeyed Elijah and the jar of 
flour was not used up or did 
the oil run out. Elijah’s faith 
was reaching out to receive 
God’s provision in the heavenly 
or spiritual realm and bring-
ing it into the natural realm.
 ӹ 2. Elisha and his ser-

vant (II Kings 6:8-17)
Read the whole story. Here 

again we see Elisha’s servant’s 
eyes of faith opened in answer 
to Elisha’s prayer. He saw God’s 
provision in the spiritual realm.
 ӹ 3. Jesus feeds 5,000 

(Matthew 14:15-21, 
Luke 9:12-17)
Jesus feeds over 5,000 peo-

ple with five loaves of bread and 
two fish. Any guesses about how 
these few items of food were 
enough to feed all the people.
 ӹ 4. Ten lepers healed 

(Luke 17:11-19)
Jesus sent ten lepers to go 

and show themselves to the 
high priest, an act of faith. Can 

you imagine what would have 
happened if the ten lepers had 
turned up in the high priest’s 
office without being healed?

Jesus, as ever, was aware 
that the lepers’ healing was 
already a done and con-
cluded thing. As they went by 
faith to the high priest, they 
received their healing, which 
had already been made provi-
sion for in the spiritual realm, 
into their natural bodies.

The last example shows 
how our faith will work 
more effectively when we 
have a clear understand-
ing of the spiritual realm.

“Now faith is being sure of 
what we hope for and certain 
of what we do not see.” This is 
what the ancients were com-
mended for in Hebrews 11:1-2.

We are able to be sure of 
what we hope for when we 
realise it already exists with God 
in the spiritual realm. The prom-
ises of God make us aware of 
what God has provided for us. 
We need to study the Bible in 
order to increase our faith and 
have a better understanding of 
what God has made available 
for us in the spiritual realm.   Happy New 

Year from the 
editor and staff 
of The Eagle. 
May you grow 
in the grace and 
knowledge of 
Jesus Christ our 
Lord this year.
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by Dr. Tolbert Moore

The Kingdom . . . 
Part 1

The Kingdom 
and the Church

are not of the world, even 
as I am not of the world.”

So His Kingdom is not of 
this world. You may or may not 
see it. You may see it and not 
understand it or perceive it.

The same is not true with 
the church because you can 
see the church. Whether you 
are saved or not, you can see 
the church. Do we say the 
church is in the Kingdom 
or the Kingdom is in the 
church? Well, I think both. 
Of course, the church is the 
congregation (that is the cor-
rect word). No matter what 
you call it, whether you say the 
church, the bride, or the build-
ing, it is still a congregation.

So the congregation is part 
of the Kingdom of Heaven. If 
you are not born again, you 
can still be in the church. If 
you are not born again, you 
can work in the church. If you 
are born again, you are part 
of the Kingdom even though 
you may not be working in the 
church or with the church.

With the church, as it is in 
the world, you have the good 
seed and the bad seed, because 
the church is in the world. Is 
the church the Kingdom? No. 
Is the Kingdom the church? No. 
They are part of each other.

As I said, if you are born 
again, you can see the Kingdom. 
If you are born again, you can 
enter and serve in the Kingdom. 

If you are not 
born again, 

you can still be 
in the church. 
If you are not 

born again, 
you can work 
in the church.

There are those who say 
the Kingdom is the 
church or the church is 

the Kingdom. I want to read 
some Scripture and get this 
thing right. In the Gospel of 
Matthew, there’s a lot of talk 
about the Kingdom of God 
and some about the church.

The Bible says in Mat-
thew 3:1-3, “In those days came 
John the Baptist, preaching in 
the wilderness of Judaea, And 
saying, Repent ye: for the king-
dom of heaven is at hand. For 
this is he that was spoken of by 
the prophet Esaias, saying, The 
voice of one crying in the wilder-
ness, Prepare ye the way of the 
Lord, make his paths straight.”

Then we hear the Lord as 
He gave the parables in Mat-
thew 13:10-12, “And the disciples 
came, and said unto him, Why 
speakest thou unto them in par-
ables? He answered and said 
unto them, Because it is given 
unto you to know the mysteries 
of the kingdom of heaven, but to 
them it is not given. For whoso-
ever hath, to him shall be given, 
and he shall have more abun-
dance: but whosoever hath not, 
from him shall be taken away 
even that he hath.” Jesus was say-
ing, I am speaking in parables 
because they don’t under-
stand the Kingdom of Heaven, 
and even though I give them 
the illustration, they still don’t 
know the Kingdom of Heaven.

Again in Matthew 18:1-3, 
“At the same time came the dis-
ciples unto Jesus, saying, Who 
is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven? And Jesus called a lit-
tle child unto him, and set him 
in the midst of them, And said, 
Verily I say unto you, Except ye 
be converted, and become as lit-
tle children, ye shall not enter 
into the kingdom of heaven.”

Now, go to the Gospel of 
John, chapter 3, verse 3. Jesus is 
speaking to Nicodemus. “Jesus 
answered and said unto him, 
Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
Except a man be born again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God.”

Now, we have just been 
reading in Matthew about 
being converted and becom-
ing as a little child. Maybe 
that is the same as being born 
again, so that you can see or 
enter the Kingdom of Heaven.

In John 3:5, “Jesus answered, 
Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
Except a man be born of water 
and of the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God.”

Matthew uses the term 
Kingdom of Heaven. John 
says Kingdom of God.

Jesus said to them in John 
18:36, “Jesus answered, My king-
dom is not of this world: . . .”

Earlier in the Gospel of 
John, chapter 17, verse 14, 
Jesus said, “I have given them 
thy word; and the world hath 
hated them, because they 

Is the church 
the Kingdom? 

No. Is the 
Kingdom the 

church? No. 
They are part 
of each other.
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The majority 
of the people 
who make up 
the body of 
Christ today are 
Gentiles, but, of 
course, when 
they are born 
again the Bible 
says they are 
circumcised in 
heart and the 
middle wall 
of petition is 
broken down.

The Kingdom 
is comprised 
of born again, 
converted 
people. 

(or know, or see) who is in the 
Kingdom unless you are born 
again. Wherever you are, if 
you are born again, and you 
are part of an assembly and it 
is called a church, you are part 
of the family of God. If you are 
born again and are not part 
of an assembly, you are still 
part of the family of God and 
can work in the Kingdom.

Now, as I said, I believe 
there are saved people, born-
again people who are out of 
the will of God, so they may 
not be serving. They are still 
saved, and they will come 
before the Lord at the proper 
time and answer for that.

One more thing I want 
to say about the church. Jesus 
Christ in Matthew 16:13-18, 
“When Jesus came into the coasts 
of Caesarea Philippi, he asked 
his disciples, saying, Whom do 
men say that I the Son of man 
am? And they said, Some say 
that thou art John the Baptist: 
some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, 
or one of the prophets. He saith 
unto them, But whom say ye that 
I am? And Simon Peter answered 
and said, Thou art the Christ, the 
Son of the living God. And Jesus 
answered and said unto him, 
Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-
jona: for flesh and blood hath 
not revealed it unto thee, but my 
Father which is in heaven. And 
I say also unto thee, That thou art 
Peter, and upon this rock I will 
build my church; and the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it.”

Now the word that trans-
lates church in that passage has 
been translated from ecclesia. 
It translates assembly or called 
out people, called of the Lord to 
meet, to gather, His congrega-
tion. It may be called a church, 
but it is a congregation. He said 
He is building it. It is referred 
to in Hebrews as the general 
assembly of the called of God.

Please read this prayerfully 
and check the Scriptures to see 
if I am telling you the truth.  

Now, there is no doubt that 
there are people who are saved, 
born again, who do not work 
or serve in the Kingdom. They 
may go to church and be served 
(the pastor may serve them 
or other members of the body 
of Christ may serve them).

The Kingdom is comprised 
of born again, converted peo-
ple. The Kingdom can be part 
of the church or the church 
can be part of the Kingdom. 
I hope you understand what 
I am saying. I hope you have 
enlightenment about this.

What I want to say, to 
write, today is the Kingdom 
of Heaven is a mystery. That 
means you don’t see or under-
stand it. You certainly can’t 
see it with your physical eyes. 
You don’t enter it by physi-
cal means. Now, eventually the 
Kingdom will be seen by the 
physical eye when Christ comes 
back because He will establish 
the Kingdom as a kingdom.

It will not be just the King-
dom of Israel. Israel has had 
their kingdom with more 
than one king. Israel had 

their glorious day. Jesus will 
come back, sit on the throne 
of David, and from Jerusa-
lem rule the world. He will 
have His workers, His angels, 
as well as His servants, but 
there will be Gentiles there.

I will talk about the Gen-
tiles in another article, but 
I want to say that the Gentiles 
are the majority of the King-
dom now. The majority of the 
people who make up the body 
of Christ today are Gentiles, 
but, of course, when they are 
born again the Bible says they 
are circumcised in heart and the 
middle wall of petition is bro-
ken down. The Gentile and the 
Jew are the same because they 
are neither Gentile nor Jew. They 
are people of God. They are part 
of the family of God. They are 
part of the Kingdom of Heaven 
on earth, the Kingdom of God.

Now, as I said, it has good 
seed and bad seed. It has good 
fish and bad fish. It has sheep 
and goats. It has children of 
God and hypocrites in the 
church. The key to being invis-
ible is that you cannot observe 

http://www.peoplesbaptisttucker.com
http://www.tolbertmoore.com
http://www.galilean-baptist.org
http://www.procompcomputer.com
http://www.gwinnetthallbc.com
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crazy notions of “reaching a lost world 
for Christ.” As one pastor in Lon-
don once said to me, “You don’t really 
believe that Jesus wanted us to try 
and change the world, do you?”

Let’s face it. Most Christians in 
the western world are of the opin-
ion that if God wants to save the world 
then He will do it without our help.

It is true that we live in a danger-
ous world and that a sacrifice of great 
measure might be required to leave 
family and homeland to reach out to 
the world of ruined people, broken 
governments, and desperate pov-
erty. Some think that if God allowed 
us to be born into families of com-
fort here in the United States, then we 

were to take their two small children 
and carry them away to such a remote 
part of the earth. She then proceeded to 
explain to me how she had pleaded with 
them not to go and how her concerns 
were never even considered as they sim-
ply said that they were sure God was 
leading them to this work of bringing 
the Gospel to this part of the world.

This is not the only story I could 
tell of parents, brothers, sisters, friends, 
and even pastors who have stepped 
in to try and stop young, dedicated 
men and women from following God’s 
call into missions. Some were suc-
cessful. Many who were not are now 
bitter toward those who preach mis-
sions and fill their loved ones with 

It was a cold winter day, and I had 
made the trip to a nearby hospital to 
sit with a family while the husband/

father was having a rather long sur-
gery. I was very pleased to sit with this 
committed Christian family, and many 
had gathered to support and comfort 
the wife. One daughter and her family 
were missing from the gathering. She 
and her family were missionaries serv-
ing in Africa and found it impossible to 
return for her father’s surgery. At one 
point in the day as I was sitting in the 
waiting room with the other daugh-
ter who was able to be there, I asked 
how her sister’s family was adjusting to 
their African home. She responded that 
she couldn’t believe how foolish they 

How Far—
by Dr. Gary S. Moore

Is Too Far?
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should be grateful and seek to further 
our own interest and the wellbeing of 
our families. Many would say, “God is 
a great God, and He doesn’t need us 
to move thousands of miles away to 
minister to people we don’t know in 
a culture we can’t fully understand.”

Well then, let’s consider for 
a moment what Jesus SAID concern-
ing missions. He gave 
us the Great Commis-
sion, not once, but five 
different times. The ren-
dering in Mark’s Gospel 
states, “…Go ye into all 
the world, and preach 
the gospel to every crea-
ture.” That sounds to 
me like Jesus expected 
His disciples to go quite 
a long way to get the Gospel out.

Now let’s consider what Jesus 
DID to bring the Gospel to our world. 
From an eternal point of view, Jesus 
left Heaven, came to earth to be born 
in a lowly stable, lived a life of simple 
means, and died an exceedingly pain-
ful, humiliating death. While He was 
living here on earth, how far did He go 
in human form to reach those in need 
of grace, forgiveness, and healing? In 
Mark chapter four, Jesus told the disci-
ples to pass over to the other side of the 

sea. They were overwhelmed in a storm 
only to have Christ come to their res-
cue. Then in chapter five, on the other 
side of the sea, they were confronted 
with a maniac, a man living among 
the tombs, cutting himself with stones, 
and crying out with awful moans and 

screams. 
Jesus heals 
this man, 
and cast 
the demons 
into a herd 
of pigs that 
were nearby. 
They were 
then asked to 
leave. So let’s 

see—Jesus sailed into a storm in order 
to reach an unclean people, the Gen-
tiles. Christ then entered an unclean 
place, a graveyard, to deal with unclean 
spirits and cast them into unclean ani-
mals. This was all done to deliver 
one man from the power of sin.

Christ has set the example for us to 
follow. Distance and culture, danger and 
struggle, even fear and heartache are not 
to keep us from reaching out to a lost 
world with the truth of God’s love and 
offer His gift of mercy to all who will 

believe on His name. That is why we are 
not ashamed or afraid to say to all who 
will listen, God is calling us to preach 
the Gospel in all the world. We believe 
in missions from anywhere to every-
where. If you will stop long enough, 
you will hear His voice speaking to you 
and guiding you to a place of service. 

The reach of The Gospel Preacher 
Association is ever growing. We now 
have missionaries from the heartland 
of the United States to India. Some are 
serving in difficult and even dangerous 
circumstances giving their heart and life 
to the cause of Jesus Christ and His Gos-
pel. We have reached farther than ever, 
both in distance and sacrifice, to fur-
ther the message of salvation and lift up 
the one and only Saviour of the world. 
While we are seeking to reach out to 
a lost world, we are living in a society 
that cares little for commitment and sac-
rifice, but our calling is sure, and our 
mission is certain. Open your heart and 
let God speak to you, and I know you 
will find His direction in service. As we 
start a new year, why not let the Lord of 
the harvest give you a new life, a life of 
purpose, meaning, and power. I believe 
now, more than ever, it is in the service 
of Jesus Christ that we find peace.  

India

Philippines

Panama

NATIONAL CAMP MEETING 
JuNE 13-16, 2016
LAwrENCEvILLE, GEOrGIA

GALILEAN BAPTIST CHURCH
1390 Monfort Road, Lawrenceville, GA
Dr. Rex McPherson, Host Pastor
(770)995-7045

Wherever He leads, I'll go!

http://www.galilean-baptist.org
mailto:rexmcp%40comcast.net?subject=The%20Eagle
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Where is God calling you?

On Saturday, November 21, 2015, Not-
tingham Baptist Church (Nottingham, 
PA) hosted a joint service with New 

London Baptist Church (West Grove, PA) 
to license Mikey Payne to the Gospel min-
istry. It was also a sendoff for Mikey and his 
wife, Anna, as we gave up this fine couple 
so Mikey could assume the post of Associ-
ate Pastor at New London Baptist Church.

It has been my joy to see a great num-
ber of young men and women surrender to 
ministry as overseas and home missionaries, 
church planters, youth pastors, and pas-
tors during my twenty-one years as pastor of 
Nottingham Baptist Church. Lately, I have 
been in much prayer that we will see many 
more surrender as we await the return of the 
Lord of the harvest. I know with all my heart 
that God is still calling young men, women, 
couples, and families to His great work.

Have you ever felt the hand of God upon 
your life as He searched your heart and laid 
a burden of ministry upon you? If that is not 
the case, then may I humbly ask, “Have you 
ever taken time to listen for His call?” Per-
haps it is time to “be still and know that I am 
God” and seriously seek the will of God for 
your life. Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 7:23-24, 
“Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the 
servants of men. Brethren, let every man, 
wherein he is called, therein abide with God.” 
If you have felt that God has a place of minis-
try for you, then please consider some of the 
needs we have right now in the worldwide 
outreach of The Gospel Preacher Association.

Here are just a few 
of the areas of need 

in the mission ministry 
of the GPA

Overseas missionary 
to the country of 
Wales:
Our ministry of church recovery needs 
missionary pastors to assume fail-
ing churches and bring their focus 
back to an outreach with the Gospel.

Missionary to the 
homeless:
Travis Sharpe and Unsheltered Inter-
national have a great need for someone 
to work in the States as well as with 
nationals in the Philippines. They need 
assistance in this vast work of reaching 
the homeless population with practi-
cal help and the hope of the Gospel.

Overseas missionary 
to the Guaymies Indi-
an Village in Panama, 
Central America: 
Moisés Melendez is overseeing two 
works in Panama right now. He needs 
a preacher/teacher to assist him in 
a growing, vibrant work.

Home missionary in 
Montana: 
Marc Ball is working as a church plant-
er and has a great need for someone 
who is talented in music, visitation, 
and Gospel outreach.

Mikey & Anna Payne
Darren & Joanna Rogers 

Missionaries in Wales

Travis Sharpe ministering to the 
homeless in the Philippines

Moisés Melendez 
Missionary in Panama

Marc Ball 
Missionary in Montana
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Being older gives one 
a different perspec-
tive on many things that 

may be liberating or it may be 
a prison. The one constant in 
life is change. How we view 
these changes will make a world 
of difference in our attitudes.

We have experienced rapid 
change in the USA in the last 
few years. Politicians talk about 
family values when, in fact, 
the family unit is disappear-
ing rapidly, and values have 
almost disappeared. Christi-
anity is under attack as almost 
never before in our lifetime. 
We are experiencing the rise 
of a one world government. 
In fact, the European Union 
is a constitutional dictator-
ship. We have a president in 
the U.S.A. who sees himself as 
a dictator. Our churches have 
become vague about salva-
tion and other basic doctrines. 
In short, in my lifetime I have 
seen so many changes in soci-
ety, government, and religion 
that I find it difficult to cope 
with it in a sane, objective way. 
It would drive us to distraction 
and despair if we permitted it.

Then I come to the Scrip-
tures and find that I have been 
warned these things would 
occur. Luke 17:26-29 inform us 
that the end time will be like 

by Dr. Edwin G. Moore
European Director for the GPA

the days of Noah and Lot. Gen-
esis 4 tells us that Lamech took 
two wives. Tubal Cain was an 
instructor in brass and iron. 
Lamech killed a young man. 
Enoch was a city builder (Gene-
sis 4:17-23), so the days of Noah 
were days of prosperity, city 
building, music, polygamy, etc. 
The days of Lot were also pros-
perous and sexual perversion 
abounded. Luke 17:27-28 tells us 
that in Noah’s day, “They did eat, 
they drank, they married wives, 
they were given in marriage,” 
and in Lot’s day, “they did eat, 
they drank, they bought, they 
sold, they planted, they builded.” 
In other words, they had no 
clue that judgment was coming. 
Life went on without any aware-
ness of God’s impending wrath.

There was a day when an 
announcement that you were 
preaching on the Second Com-
ing of Jesus Christ would pack 
the church. Now that seems to 
be “old hat” and not very inter-
esting. People want “feel good” 
sermons such as “Your Day Is 
Coming” or “God Has a Mir-
acle.” They want sermons that 
promise prosperity. Yet, in the 
background, there is impend-
ing doom on the freedoms and 
lifestyles to which we have been 
accustomed. We and other 
nations have forsaken Israel. 

There seems to be no solu-
tion. Our President recently 
said, “People are too narrow 
to run their own affairs. They 
need a higher power.” Well, 
look up! Christ is coming to get 
His church, then to rule and 
reign for a thousand years!

In Matthew 24 the disci-
ples inquired about the Lord’s 
return to earth, and He cited 
events that would be preva-
lent before His return. The 
signs of the end time will be 
false prophets, fighting, fam-
ine, fire, fears, and faithlessness. 
Read them for yourself, and 
then you decide if those events 
are occurring in our day. Add-
ing the Laodicean condition of 
the church, we can be encour-
aged that our redemption draws 
nigh. We may not know the day 
or hour, but we do know proph-
ecy is being fulfilled before our 
eyes. Let us not be like those 
Pharisees and Sadducees who 
were able to discern the sky 
but had no clue as to the signs 
of the time (Matthew 16:3).

I read somewhere that we 
should quit looking for signs 
and listen for the shout. I think 
we should look at the signs, lis-
ten for the shout, and say, “Even 
so, come, Lord Jesus.” Hallelu-
jah, we are about to see Jesus! 
Hallelujah, home is in view!  

What's Going On?

Life went on 
without any 
awareness 
of God’s 
impending 
wrath.

We may not 
know the day or 
hour, but we do 
know prophecy 
is being fulfilled 
before our eyes.
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